3.8 Deputy M.R. Higgins of the Minister for Home Affairs regarding the States of
Jersey Police internet investigationsinto cyber bullying complaints:

Will the Minister give Members an update on the kvof the police internet investigators
who took up their post on 31st January 2014 anarimfMembers how many cyber bullying
complaints have been received since the beginnirpd4 and how they have been dealt
with, including how many prosecutions have beerught against the perpetrators of these
acts and the penalties imposed on those convié¢tad offence?

Senator B.l. LeMarquand (The Minister for Home Affairs):

The States of Jersey Police internet investigaas lteen actively involved with reports of
cyber bullying - currently recorded as harassmeid has also assisted in a wide range of
other cyber-dependent and cyber-enabled crimegtezgpto the organisation - for example,
drugs importations, assaults, road traffic offenaed sudden deathe, cetera - and in the
development of online intelligence, thereby helpthg force to most effectively prioritise
their work. This particular role is linked to tleentinuing force-wide development of all
cyber-related matters, a theme that features agharisk, high harm focus within strategic
assessment and one that continues to increasimgigat upon all areas of policing. Since
31st January 2014, the States of Jersey Police teogded 9 criminal reports of either
harassment or bullying over the internet. Of th@salegations, 3 of the alleged offenders
received words of advice from the police. In 2eps) harassment notices were served. Two
offenders were charged and prosecuted with thenodfef harassment, one receiving a 12-
month binding-over order, the other a 6-month mgebbver order and a 2-year restraining
order. The other 2 cases are currently under tigagsn.

3.8.1 Deputy M.R. Higgins:

A supplementary. Just looking at his previous arsgiven to Deputy Trevor Pitman on
10th December, | see he has included some of fises, which happened in the 6 months
prior to the investigator coming forward. The Mitar has just said that this officer has a
range of other duties. Cyber bullying is a patady horrendous offence. It has led to the
death of a number of people in this Island. Doesnbt feel that it should be highly
prioritised given the damage that can be done? t\&dma he tell the States about a prolific
offender who has been repeatedly reported to theep@ho has yet not been brought before
trial, a person who brought, with others, a dataqmtion complaint against former Senator
Stuart Syvret? That person is going around th@éscausing all sorts of mayhem, going to
employers, telling them that people have committkdorts of acts and so on, and yet the
police are taking no action. So, 2 questions: khalcyber investigator first of all be giving
a much higher priority to cyber bullying and, sedlgnwhat can he tell us about this prolific
offender and the lack of action?

Senator B.l. Le Marquand:

In relation to the alleged prolific offender, | kmaabsolutely nothing. It is not my role as
Minister to get involved in operational mattersndéed, since we now have a Police
Authority | am even further removed from operatiomeatters and my role is setting policy
and priority. | recognise and have recognised tinate is a priority area and hence why this
role has been set up, but hence my fairly lengthgiv@r to demonstrate this is not just a
guestion of employing one person who is going &y@ particular role. We are trying to
change the culture of the police force so thatethisra general awareness. In the last 6
months, a States of Jersey Police cyber policirajegjy and action plan has been developed
under the chairmanship of the Superintendent om€rBervices. A programme of work
subsequently commissioned involves all membersi@farganisation. Partnership working



features heavily in the plan. One area of pamicuélevance has been the development of
appropriate legislation to cater for those instanokgrossly offensive or abusive messages
that are not captured by current harassment l¢igisla That work is being led not by Home
Affairs but by Economic Development, however supgeiby the States of Jersey Police and
the Law Officers’ Department.

3.8.2 Deputy M.R. Higgins:

It is all very well the Minister ... in fact, he fianswered a question on this before and he has
mentioned that Economic Development is leading bis tand earlier he expressed
dissatisfaction at it. Is the Minister pleasedhwtihte progress of the work of the Economic
Development Department and how soon does he expgislation or new policies to be
brought forward? In fact, can | ask one otherdhin

The Bailiff:

Well, no ...

Deputy M.R. Higgins:

No, it is in answer to his question. He said thaty had come up with a strategy. When is it
going to be on their website so we can all see Wieastrategy is as well?

Senator B.l. Le Marquand:

| have not seen the draft strategy myself and vélinterested to look at that and to see that
finalised. In relation to the piece of legislatidrhave previously expressed disappointment
that it was not Home Affairs who were running withs as a priority because the danger is
with it being with E.D.D. (Economic Development Repnent) that it will not get the same
high priority as it would have been given by Homféaks.

Deputy M.R. Higgins:

| did ask the question was the Minister satisfidgthvhe progress of E.D.D. at the present
time.

Senator B.l. Le Marquand:

| am unaware of the progress they have made, in fdbey have not been talking to me
about it.



